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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 15004 140903Z 
ACTION NEA- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 HA-05 /066 W 

049684 150201Z/70 

R 14085 1Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO USNS HARKNESS 
OCEANOUNIT FIVE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 0301 
SECDEF WASH DC 
COMSCLANT BAYONNE NJ 
COMSCMED NAPLES IT 
NAVOCEANO BAY ST LOUIS 
NAVOCEANO SUITLAND MD 

UNCLAS CAIRO 15004 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOVEG 

SUBJECT: SADAT VISIT TO PORT SAID, 5 JUNE 1978 

1 . RECENT CONVERSATION OF COMMANDER IN CHIEF EGYPTIAN 
NAVY WITH ALUSNA CONFIRMS THAT YOUR INVITATION FOR PRES 
SADAT TO VISIT HARKNESS DURING CEREMONIES FOR THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY OF CANAL REOPENING WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY 
RECEIVED AT ALL LEVELS INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT. HOWEVER, 

WHAT WAS FIRST PLANNED AS A MILITARY SHOW WITH SADAT IN 
ADMIRAL'S ATTIRE WAS RECAST TO STRESS THE CIVILIAN ROLE 

IN CANAL AREA RECOVERY AND SADAT DID NOT EVEN VISIT UNITS 
OF EG NAVY, CONCENTRATING INSTEAD ON IMPROVEMENTS IN 
CARGO HANDLING, RECONSTRUCTION, AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE FREE PORT CONCEPT IN PORT SAID. OF COURSE AN EXCEL- 
LENT RECLAIMER COULD HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THE NON-MILITARY 
ASPECT OF THE HARKNESS MISSION, BUT TIME AND POOR COM- 
MUNICATIONS MADE THAT A NON-STARTER. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 15004 140903Z 

2. YOUR EFFORTS AND WILLINGNESS TO READY YOUR SHIP FOR 
A POTENTIAL VISIT BY PRESIDENT SADAT WERE GREATLY APPRE- 
CIATED AND IT IS UNFORTUNATE THE VISIT DID NOT OCCUR. 

SIGNED HERMANN FREDERICK EILTS. UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR. 
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